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tive, but a thrust north-eastward across the upper
Ancre, to get behind the great slab of unbroken
enemy positions from Thiepval northwards. That
would be the ultimate reward of a complete success ;
in the meantime our task was to break through the
enemy's third line and test his powers of resist-
ance.

On Tuesday, 12th September, a comprehensive
bombardment began all along the British front from
Thiepval to Ginchy. The morning of Friday, 15th
September, was perfect autumn weather, with a
light mist filling the hollows and shrouding the slopes.
At 6 a.m. the British bombardment, which had now
lasted for three days, rose to the fury of hurricane
fire. At twenty minutes past six our men crossed the
parapets and moved forward methodically towards
the enemy.

It was upon this day that for the first time a new
weapon was used. The " tanks," officially known as
" Machine Gun Corps, Heavy Section," had come
out from home some time before, and had been
parked in secluded spots at the back of the front.
The world is now familiar with those strange
machines, which, shaped like monstrous toads,
crawled imperturbably over wire and parapets,
butted down houses, shouldered trees aside, and
humped themselves over the stoutest walls. They
were an experiment which could only be proved in
practice, and the design in using them at this stage
was principally to find out their weak points, so as
to perfect their mechanism for the future. Their
main tactical purpose was to clear out redoubts and
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